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Guess the wind speed.

Have you ever noticed how a gentle Beaufort, an English rear admiral who

breeze can make an otherwise unbear- devised this method of determining

ably hot day almost pleasant? Or how wind speed in the early 1800s. (We

a brisk wind in winter will send you have since added the figures in miles

scurrying for cover? per hour.) The box on this page offers
Wind velocity is measured on a the visual clues to look for to deter-

scale of 0 to 12, known as the Beau- mine the wind’s speed. Can you guess

fort scale. It is named for Sir Francis how fast the wind is blowing today?

Strong breeze

Large branches move;
flags beat

25-31 mph

Moderate gale
Whole trees move;
flags extend

Blow ye winds, blow!
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